AANKANEA

“woods,” said the soldier, indicating the

-explain our object; at the same time T

-#hould wenture into such a dangerouns

«covered hills.

La Madre D'Oro. §
BY ALFRED R. CALHOUR. §

WAS my fortune some years ago to

be connected with a surveying party

through western New Mexico and

whose line of examination lay into Ari-

zona, along the thirty-fifth parallel,
where a railroad is new built.

A wilder country ‘than that was at
that time would be difficult to imagine.
Far apart there were a few wretched
United States posts called by courtesy
“forts,” but the Navajoes and the
Apaches—the latter under the famed
Chief Cochise—made it unpleasant trav-
eling through the lofty mountains and
across the sterile mesas that distinguish
that land.

Ewery man iin our party walked with
kis rifie at his'back and his pistols in his
belt, and when we lay down on our
blankets at night our weapons were
within easy reach and our pickets were
as carefully posted as if we were in the
presence of an enemy, as indeed we
mighit ‘be said to be at all times, for,
though we did not often cateh sight of
the wily savages, we had every reason
10 believe that they never lost sight
of us,

La Sierra Madre, or the mother moun-
tain,as'the early Spanish explorers very
properly ecalled the great continental
«divide, or watershed, is crossed by sev-
-eral ‘trails near the latitude mentioned,
the most noted being Campbell's pass,
50 miles to the west of Fort Wingate. |

I 'had ridden ahead in this pass with
two troopers to make some topograph-
dcal examinations and was about five
mniles in the advance of the main party
'when “an exclamation from one of the
‘woldiers caused me to rein in my horse
end to ask the cause of the alarm.

“I saw an Injun, sir, up there in the

direction with his carbine.

In :an instant we were dismounted
and watching, with our bridles over our
arms and our carbines ready.

After waiting some minutes I began
to think the man was mistaken, and
was about to give the order to remount,
‘when a horse plunged down the steep
mountain side, and a glanee told me
that the remarkable-looking person on
the creature’s back was neither Apache
nor Navajoe, but a white man Iike our-
Eelves,

This rider's long hair and beard
looked to be as white as the snow on
the distant mountain peaks, and his
costume was a fantastic though de-
cidedly picturesque cross between ‘the
dress of a Mexican and that of a north-
west hunter,

The pommel of his saddle, the but-
tons on his leggings, the stock of his
long rifle and the hilts of his pistols
and knife fairly flashed withsilver. He
was well mounted and rode in a way
that showed that the years that had
frosted his hair had not lessened his
wonderful skill as a horseman.

He came fearlessly toward us and
ehook hands, saying as he did so, with
the manner of an educated man: “My
nmame is Levi Bronson: did vou ever
hear of me before?” !

I told Mr, Bronson I never hrad heard
of him before, but to save his pride, for
the confession seemed to give him pain,
I added: *“I am a civil engineer and
have pot been long in this region.”

“A ecivil engineer?” he repeated.
“What do yon want in these moun-
tains?” and he waved his hands about
him, aud looked as if he thought me an
intruder. I told him that if he rode
back toward our party with me Twould

expressed my surprise that any man

territory alone.

“I know the Indians, and the In-
dians know me,” said this remarkable
man. *“Iam to them the Silver Chief, a
great medicine man, who lived with
them and nursed them back to health
when they- sickened before the men of
my race came to slay and starve them.
Ah, I sometimes blush for the white
blood in my veins!™

There was a strange gleam in his
eyes as he spoke, and I concluded that
the stranger was not well balanced, I
told him: the object of our survey, which -
‘bad the 'Pacific ocean for its objective
point and a railroad for its conclusion,
but the information did not please him.

*“It is folly to build a railroad through
;8 wilderness,” he said. “What is there
‘to support a railroad here?” and again
he waved lis long arms at the forest-

I told him that railroads had become
the pioneers of (civilization, and that
along their tracks farms and villages |
.-aur.l cities sprang up.

“That may be in other places,” he
said, “but it is impossible that a rail-
road should exist so close to Madre
«£'Oro.”

*Madre d'Opo?" 1 repeated. .

*“Yes; Madre d'Oro means the mother
wof gold. Did you mever hear of it?”

I confessed that I mever had, and ex-
pressed a desire to beenlightened.

The old man eyed ame for a few see-
ends in silence, as if judging whether |
was worthy or not; then he shook his
dead, and! said:

“It is. my secret, and Ldonot know you
well enough to confide it

I bowed and we rode back to where
the engineer corps had formed a camp.

Lexi Bronson remained with us near-
Jyv a week, and during that time he re-
fused very d4empting offers to act as
guide for us as far as the Colorado
river.

He proved himself Yo be a famous
hunter, and he ventured off alone with
a perfect contempt for what would have
been positive danger to any other man.

He was voled “crazy™ by all the party,
but in ine the man excited the liveliest
futerest, and by mapy confidenees I
tried to draw from him the story of
his life, which I felt sure was made up

| neighboring fire lighting up his picturs
esque face, he said: “And so you'd
like to know something about Madre
d'Oro?”

I told him that I should, if he thought
me worthy of his confidence.

“It is a secret,” he said, in a half whis-
per, “but then what does it matter if
the world knew, so long as only one
man can find the place?

“What place?”

“The place where all the gold in these
rocks and streams comes from—La
Madre d’Oro—the Mother of Gold. Ah,
thousands have died trying to find the
place,and itmay be that now that I know
where it is I may not be permitted to
enter it, for you know the Aztecs be-
lieve that the wonderful valley is en-
chant

“Indeed 2”

“Yes, and I am inclined to that belief
myself, but then I have spent so many
long, dreary years searching that it

would not do to lose heart now that un-
told wealth is within my reach.”

I agreed with him, and by careful
questioning I drew out of him his story
of the valley of gold, which I subse-
quently found to be am established be-
lief among the miners of the northern
Mexican states, and to them it came,
without doubt, from the Aztecs, who
were once the masters of all this land.

Using my own language, this was
the account in which he firmly believed:

Within a bundred miles of the place
where we were then encamped was the
wonderful valley of gold, and Levi Bron-
son was confident that he knew the ex-
act location.

The walley was in the heart of the
Sierra Madre mountains, walled in by
towering rocks, and accessible only by
a secret passage through which flowed
a stream that, excepting on one day
in ‘every year, filled up the passage and
made ingress impossible.

This valley is small in extent and
perfectly circular. Through it the river
flows cool and clear, and filled with fish
whose scales are golden. The banks are
masses of variegated flowers, and trees
ever in blossom made delightful shades
and fairy-like -arbors. Birds of the
sweetest song and most exquisite plu-
mage, of varieties unknown to the
outer world, make vocal this wonder-
ful valley and flash through its dark
green foliage like animated blossoms.

Running across this wonderful val-
ley there is a belt 40 feet in width on
which no vegetation grows, for the belt
is the top of a wall of gold that flashes
with indescribable brilliancy when the
sun balances in midheaven and looks
lovingly down on Madre d’Oro.

The old Aztec priests know well this
valley, and so they still cherish the be-
lief that Montezuma will again appear
in the flesh, to lead them against the
Spanish conquerors, whom they have
never ceased to hate. They think the
wealth necessary to regain their liber-
ties will come from this valley.

But one white man ever saw it, and
that was a Spaniard named Jose Alvar-
rez, who entered through the subter-
ranean passage, and, being discovered
by the guardian priests, was sacrificed
to the sun on the golden ledge.

“And you know where this wonderfui
valley is?”" 1 asked' Levi Bronson, when
he had finished his description.

“Yes,” he replied: “I am sure I could
lead you within one mile of the place.”

“Are vou going there?”

“Iam.”

“And you are not afraid of the guar-
dian priests?”

“No, for I am a doctor, and I have
praeticed my profession for years among

“IT IS A SECRET,” HE SAID.

the Indians to make them my friends.
They would not harm me.”

“But, granting that you can find the
gold,” I asked, “of what use will such.a
fabulous amount be?"

“1 will only take avhat I svant,”
| plied.

“And how mueh will that be?”

“I do not know. Ihaveearneda great
deal in all these years of working and
waiting. [ want to make my old age
serene and happy.”

Levi Bronson wanted me to join him,
but I deelined, and we eaeh went our
separate way, and 1 did not hear of him
again. But it is safe to say he never
reached La Madre d'Oro.

I have often thought of the old man
since, and those to whom I have told
the story laughed and said: *“‘He was

he re-

| surely insane.”

Perhaps he was, but is he any more
insane than the myriads who from
youth to old age give every thought
to the acquisition of wealth, and
who seek valleys of gold as inaccessi-
ble and fabulous as Levi Bronson's
Madre d'Oro?—N. Y. Ledger.

Tonnels.

There are several tunnels under the
Thames, one under the Hudson at New
York is more than half completed and
one to be built under the Danube at
Buda-Pesth will be ventilated by elee-
tric machinery. The projected tunnel
under the Irish channe! to connect
Great Britain with the north of Ireland
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It Can Be Planted Successfully in|

Camphor trees may be grown either
from seed or from cuttings. They are
usually grown from seed, as the trees

grown more easily than cuttings. The
seeds are collected at maturity in Oec-
tober and November, and after drying
are packed in sharp white sand or some,
similar material to keep them fresh un-
til the time of planting in spring.
About the last of March they are sown
in drills in the seed bed. 3
The soil of the seed bed should be a
good sandy loam mixed with albout one-
third leaf mold. The seed bed should
be kept moist, but not too wet, and
ghould be shaded from the direct rays
of the sun if the weather is warm.
The best soil temperature for germinat-
ing camphor seeds is from 70
to 75 degrees Fahrenheit. The tem-
perature of the atmosphere may be ten
degrees higher. The seedlings will

CAMPHOR TREE,

A, young leafy shoot, scale one-third; B,
flower cluster, life size; C, fruit, life size.

grow well at higher temperature, but
are likely to lack vigor and hardiness,

The seedlinigs may be grown in pots,
which will facilitate transplanting at
any time, or they may be transplanted
in nursery rows early in April when
one year old. Plants two years old are
generally regarded as best for final
planting. At this age they vary from |
20 to 40 inches in height. :

When set out for ornameatal pur-j
poses, the camphor tree may be expeet-
ed to grow, in favorable situations,|
about as rapidly as a Le Conte pear,and |
to require about as much room. iIn
Japan, where the law requires that aj
new tree shall be set out for every one
cut, they are not generally set in |
straight orchard rows, but cultivation
there is performed almost execlusively
by hand labor. There are no records
showing results of regular orechard ]
planting; hence the distances at which
trees should be planted must be de-
termined by the size and form of the
trees and the method of cultivationand
of procuring the gum. They may be
set closely in rows about ten feet apart,
and alternate rows cut and reset every
five years, thus producing bush-like
plants of ten years’ growth. They may
be planted in checks ten feet square,
and alternate trees cut every ten or!
twelve years, or they may be planted in
larger checks, and all of the trees be
cut at the age of 15 or 20 years,

There are rot sufficient data obtain-
able upon which to base definite state-
ments as to the best methods of plant-
ing or the age at which the trees may
be cut with greatest profit for the pro-
duction of gum. A recent English con-
sular report from Japan states that
“although hitherto the youngest wood
from which camphor was extracted was
about 70 to 80 years old, it is expected
that under the present scientific man-
agement the trees will give equally
good results after 25 or 30 years.” Cam-
phor of good quality has been produced
in Florida from the leaves and twigs of
trees less than 20 years old, one pound
of erude gum being obtained from 77
pounds of leaves and twigs.

The trees will endure severe pruning
with little apparent injury. One-third
of the leaves and young shoots may be
removed at one time without material-
ly checking the growth of the tree. The
largest proportion of camphor is con-
tained in the older, larger roots; the
trunk, limbs, twigs and leaves contain-
ing successively a decreasing propor-
tion. When the camphor tree is killed
nearly to the ground by frost it sends
up vigorous shoots from the base. It
may be expected to do the same when
cut, especially if cut late in the fall, Ex-
periments are needed to determine
whether this growth may be depended
upon, or whether it will be more profit-
able to dig out the larger roots and set
out new seedlings.—Lyster H. Dewey,
Assistant in Division of Botany, Depart-
mwent of Agriculture.

FACTS FOR FARMERS.

Rape is said to make good hog pas-
ture.

Bean or pea straw can be profitably
baled.

Deep culture of potatoes after they
are in bloom is bad business.

Diversify your farming. Never carry
yvour eggs in one basket or two.

The corn fodder shredder is a good
thing and so is the shredded corn fod-
der.

Time spent in preparing the ground
for wheat will pay much better than
you may think.

The acreage of wheat will be largely
increased. That is the way to do things.
When a market is good we smother it.

A young man announces in a contem-
porary that he wants a good strong
Christian wife to take care of the chick-
ens and garden. There is a chancecf a

will probably be within the inhermandgraminherhm«-—
¥ be put through | --'f" Plo | 1...

lifetime for some girl who has strength

THE CAMPHOR . TREE. " == :d‘he kind and size of hive is a most-
bewildering question for beginners
Some Southern States. The hive to meet the demands of bee:

Keéepers in general is the one with the

| one of about that size, has won the fa-
fruit abundantly, and seedlirgs can be &yor of the apiarist in this locality. The

| when the second story is first set on and

11t Keeps the Fowls from Trampling

{the contrary, the idea still
{1in some sections that poultry can get
{along and even thrive if their food is

1is given, it is generally trampled upon

!
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ﬂljll the Least Fixtures Arve
the Most Satisfaétory.

least fixtures. The Quimby frame, or

bive we prefer is made of seven-eighth
ineh’ pine planed on both sides, 20 inch
square outside measure, and 12 inches
in depth, with hand holes in the sides
The upper and lower stories are alike.
The front board is 3§ inch narrower
thus leaving an entrance 3} by 20inches
A slat 3¢ by 7 by 20 inches is used to
econtrol the size of the entrance. The
bottom board has a c¢leat 1 by 1 inch
on each end, to prevent curling around
on the under side. If two boards are
used they should be matched.

The rabbet on which the frames hang
is furnished with improved tin. The
alighting board has a cleat 7 by %
inch on each end and is 6 by 20 inches
A piece of inch hoop iron 5 inches long
is bent almost on a square; one is nailed
at each end of the alighting board or
the top side by one end; the other enc
has a three—cornered hole to be hung on
two screws, one at each end, at the
proper height to bring the top of the
alighting board even with the lowe:
side of the entrance. The bottom board
as well as the upper and lower stories
are held in place by the Van Deuser
hive clamp; they may be used without
The furniture for this hive consists of a
division board 1134 by 1814 inches, with
top bar 14, by 1% by 19 inches scant
measure, I‘ is made of 1, inch 'Tumbe)
with a cleat 14, by 7% inchon each end te
orevent curling. The frames are 171
by 11% inches outside measure.

The top bar is made so as to form ¢
comb guide and is 19 inches scant. The
bottom bars are 34 by 1 by 1614 inches;
the ends 111/, by 11, inches. The hive
contains the division board and from ?
to 12 frames according to the re
quirements of the swarm it contalns
I prefer an upper entrance to s
shade board; it saves the bees going up-
stairs “on foot” and the result is more
honey. When the flow of honey is large,
as in the clover and basswood season.
the upper entrance should be full size;

the flow light, the entrance should be
small. When the robbers get in line of
battle and when the nights become
cold toward fall. the entrance should be
nearly closed.-- JRural World.

POU'LTRY FEED BOX.

Upom Their Rations,
Despite all that has ever been said tc
prevails

presented to them in the simplest man-
ner. This is a mistake. Where soft fgod

by all the birds before it is fully eaten,
and, in consequence, they are compelled

\

CONVENIENT FEED BOX.
to devour a more or less amount of dirt,
whick is usually of such a nature as to
be no good to them. In order to avoid
this, I would suggest that a feedbox be
made, having a door of slats made of
laths, as shown herewith; also, on the
sicle opposite from the door, I should
have slats, as seen from the inside of the
box. Place the food in this, shut the
door, and the fowls can reach the food
from each side readily between the
slats, but eannot soil it., Furthermore,
a dish of water can be set within it, and
the fowls can reach through and drink,
but they cannot pollute it as they other-
wise would. By this device, stray cats
and dogs have no chance of getting at

nature palatable to them, and stealing
it away from the fowls. The semi-
rotundity of the roof is to keep the
fowls from roosting on it.—Frederick
0. Sibley, in N. Y. Tribune.

When to Plant Trees.

“Early fall is an excellent time for
planting trees,” writes Thomas Mee-
han in the Ladies’ Home Journal. “By
early is meant as soon as the wood is
ripe and the winter buds fully formed.
This is usually a month before the reg-
ular fall of the leaf. The leaves are
stripped by hand. After the wood is
ripe it makes no difference whether
the leaves are taken off by Jack Frost,
the wind or the human hand. In the
eastern part of Pennsylvania this would |
be usmally about the Ist of Septem-
ber, and the work of planting ean be

the foed, should it happen to be of a!

Allen’s Foot-Ene, a powdgr for the feet.
It cures painful, swollen, smarting feet and
instantly takes the sting out of corns and
bunions. It’s the greatest comfort discovery
of the Allen’s Foot-Ease makes tight
or new shoes feel . It is a certain cure
for sweating, callous, hot, tired, aching feet.

Try it to- dm' Sold bv all druggists and shoe
stores, 25¢. Trial package, F F Write to
Allen 8. Olmsted, LeRoy, N. Y.

-

One bad thing about the Klondnke gold
country is that it affords an excuse for so
many crank inventors to annoy people by
tellm% of the fool machines they are goi
to build to get them there.—Chicago Reco

Fnts ut;fpped free and permanently cured.
No fits after first day’s use of Dr. Kline’s
Great Nerve Restorer. Free $2 trial hottle &
treatise., Dr, Kline, 933 Arch st., Phila., Pa.

There is probably notlnng in this world
as variable as the stories of a quarrel told
by each side. —-Wa.shmgton Democrat.

B.H.Ocker, Chambersburg.l’a.,mails School
Report Card samples freetoteachers. Write.
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‘“‘the pleasure of expressing my grati-
tude for the wonderful relief I have

prostration and
general debility,

of the womb. It

“Will you kindly allow me,” writes
Miss Mary E. Saidt to Mrs. Pinkham,
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and see. Into cvcry dro
anything, put some Pearline

“The woman  pinned down

to one or two uses of Pearline (%% W

will have to be

Why is she throwing away all the gain

she can get from it in other ways? If

you have proved to yourself that Pearline washes

for instance, in the easiest, quickest,

safest way. you ought to be ready to believe
: that Pearline (. voap
cleaning everything. That's the truth, anyway.
of water that’s to be used for cleansing

) is the best for washin %and
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GET THE GEXNUINE ARTICLE!

Walter Ba

(Establioked 1780.)

ker & Co.’s

_Breakfast COCOA

Pure, Delicious, Nutritious.

Costs Less than ONE CENT a cup.
Be sure that the package bears our Trade-Mark.,

Walter Baker & Co. Limited,

Dorchester, Mass.
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CURE CONSTIPATION

¢ Ple and booklet free. Ad. STERLING REMEDY

: CANDY ¥
CATHARTIC

ALL
DRUGGISTS

case of constipation. Cascaretsare the Ideal Laxs-
csorgﬂpa, but cause easy nataral results. Sam-

Chicago, Montreal, Can,, or New York, 232, ;
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kept up during October, and often to
November or December. But late fall |
planting in cold climates is as risky as |
late spring planting. The moisture is |
dried out by cold winds or hot suns be-
plenish the great evaporation. In
milder climates planting may be a sucs
cess all winter.”

Mechanical Effect of Drainage.

The mechanical effects of drainage
are to deepen the soil and promote its
more thorough pulverization. Its first
effect is to dry its surface =oil by draw-
ing out of it all the surplus moisture, s¢
that in early spring or late autumn it
may be worked with the plow as advan-
tageously as at midsummer. A wet
soil ean never be preperly pulverized,
and the plowing or working a clay soil,
or even a heavy loam, when wet, tends
only to puddle it and render it less
pervions to water and air, Rain water
contains a great grantity and variety
of fertilizing substances, and it depos.
its them in the soil during its passage
through it. Both these faets are per-
ceptible to the senses without resorting
to chgﬁleal tests.—Farmers' Review.

"mn seed wheat is as impor
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SAPOLIO

In three points —tone,
action, and durability —

no organ approaches the

ESTEY

Write for Illustrated Catalogue with prices,

to Estey Organ Company, Brattleboro, Vi
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